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The Circuit Rider Published March 13, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

John 12:1-8
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Betha-
ny, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from 
the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. 
Martha served, while Lazarus was among those re-
clining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint [a] of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ 
feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the 
money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages. [b]” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because 
he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will 
always have the poor among you, [c] but you will not always have me.” 



Page 2

 

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• March 17-19, 2013 (Sunday-Tuesday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the Annual Spring 
Revival of White Oak UMC in Crystal Springs, 
Mississippi (Sunday at 2:00 p.m.; Monday and Tuesday evenings at 7:30).

• April 11, 2013 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the Tupelo District Rally at 6:00 p.m. Tupelo First United Methodist Church in Tupelo, 
Mississippi will facilitate the event.

• April 14, 2013 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker at the 190th Church Anniversary of Philadelphia First United Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia, Mississippi. The celebration will begin at 10:00 a.m.

Communications Trip Brings 
Benefit for Local Churches
The newest members to the Mississippi Annual Con-
ference communications staff are back in Mississippi 
after training with the United Methodist Communica-
tions staff in Nashville, Tennessee. The three-day event 
featured ways to inform Mississippi Methodists about 
affordable and free resources available to local churches, 
plus introductions to leadership of UM agencies. Representing Missis-
sippi was Sr. Communications Specialist Tamica Smith-Jeuitt and Web and 
Social Media Specialist Jasmine Haynes.  

“The visit was partially about building relationships and I am pleased to 
say we made that connection for the MS Annual Conference. We left espe-
cially excited for the local churches after gaining a better understanding of 
all of the materials and tools being produced at the top for the churches. 
So, we are looking forward to making everyone aware of those resources” 
said Smith-Jeuitt.

Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries, Rev. Steve 
Casteel, expressed his appreciation for the communications team having a 

presence during the 
training that included 
United Methodist communicators from other parts of the country. “They 
have discovered information necessary that will not only be helpful to them 
in their roles, but also what is needed to continue moving the Annual Con-
ference forward,” said Casteel.

The training included stops to United Methodist Communications (UM-
Com), the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD), the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) and the United Methodist Pub-
lishing House (UMPH) to name a few. Each stop on the tour had a wealth 
of resources ranging from scholarships for United Methodist students, to a 
free, five-step marketing plan for local churches to expand their efforts in 

discipleship and time for the Mississippi communicators to ask questions.

Mississippi communicators with Rev. Larry  
Hollon, General Secretary of UM Communica-
tions.

Jasmine Haynes, (left), listens during UMCom 
tour.
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“I received a scholarship from the GBHEM when I went to Dillard University years ago so it was really amazing to see the place 
that blessed me with that financial aid when I desperately needed money to go to school,” said Haynes who attends Middlebrook 
United Methodist Church in Jackson.

Conference communicators were not only shown training and technology to aid members, clergy, lay and leadership of the local 
churches, they were also given metrics to measure the tools’ effectiveness in building vital congregations.

MS Annual Conference Names  
Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries
The office of Connectional Ministries for the MS Annual Conference welcomes Mike Howington as the 
new Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries for the Mississippi Annual Conference.

Howington comes from Brandon First United Methodist Church where he has been youth director 
for seven years. He has also served as District Youth Coach in the East Jackson District. He was on the 
design team for MYAC 2012 and served as one of the masters of ceremonies.

Howington has been married to his wife Tara for eight years. They have a three-year-old daughter 
named Annsley, and are expecting another child in September. Howington is a high energy person that 
loves student ministry.

Rev. Steve Casteel, Director of Connectional Ministries said “I have enjoyed getting to know Mike and 
am so impressed with his authentic faith. He has a great sense of humor and a high level of experience in a variety of congrega-
tional settings.” Howington will join the staff in May.

Grants to Support Old Age Poverty Approved by COAM
Grants to help local congregations deal with issues surrounding “old age poverty”—one of three focus areas concerning older 
adults for the current quadrennium—will be offered beginning next year through the Committee on Older Adult Ministries 
(COAM), which is administratively related to The General Board of Discipleship (GBOD).

The grants will be available to local churches that identify ways to be in ministry to older adults, who face poverty issues, includ-
ing financial exploitation, said the Rev. Richard Gentzler, director of the Center on Aging and Older Adult Ministries at GBOD.

“Poverty is a constant issue with elderly people,” said Gentzler, who will retire on July 1 after 22 years at GBOD, including 13 years 
as the center’s director. “Nearly six million, or 15 percent, of Americans age 65 and older were living in poverty or near poverty 
during 2010, and that number is expected to increase 33 percent by 2020.”

In addition to old age poverty, the Comprehensive Plan for Older Adult Ministries calls for leadership training and resourcing 
during this quadrennium in two other vital areas:

• The “new seniors” - How to minister to Baby Boomers, who are now joining the ranks of older adulthood. By 2016, leading edge 
Boomers will begin turning 70 years of age.

• Intergenerational ministry - Blurring the lines of separation among generations and encouraging learning, growing and sharing 
among young people and older adults.

Besides approving the old age poverty grants, COAM elected Marvin W. Cropsey as the committee chair. Cropsey said that more 
details about the grant-making process will be forthcoming.

Barbara Bruce, a lay person representing the Northeastern Jurisdiction, was elected vice chair, and the Rev. Gordon Cheney John-
son, a deacon representing the South Central Jurisdiction, was elected recording secretary.

GBOD’s mission is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-changing disciples. 
An agency of The United Methodist Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. Visit www.gbod.org for 
more information or call the Communications Office at 877-899-2780, Ext. 1726.

Mike Howington
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Mississippi Begins Tornado Recovery
By Susan Kim, Contributor to www.umcor.org 

After a February tornado followed by a deluge of rain, Mississippi 
residents are just beginning their long-term recovery. In Hattiesburg, 
Petal, and other communities, blue tarps drape over rooftops and piles 
of debris are finally diminishing on the roadsides.

More than 800 homes were damaged in the southern part of the state, 
and state officials estimate that the storm caused tens of millions of dol-
lars in damages to the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg.

UMCOR issued a $10,000 emergency grant to the Mississippi Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church to help support relief ef-
forts.

UMCOR is also part of a long-term recovery committee called “Recover, Rebuild, Restore Southeast Mississippi,” which will coor-
dinate the efforts of faith-based and voluntary agencies. The group was founded in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Local volunteers as well as trained Early Response Teams (ERTs) were a tremendous help to storm survivors during the relief 
phase, said the Rev. Steve Casteel, director of Connectional Ministries for the Mississippi Conference.

 “When you drive through and see the volunteer response, it just makes you realize how good people really are,” he said.

Local United Methodist churches have been reaching out to their neighbors from the minute the storm struck.

“We had teams from our church on the ground for 13 days doing debris removal. Really the priority has been getting tarps on 
houses and trying to salvage what was left inside of the homes,” said Kristin Pratt, a resident of Petal and the church secretary for 
Asbury UMC. “It’s clear there is going to be a long recovery process.”

At some point, out-of-town teams will be needed, agreed Casteel and Pratt, but not until storm survivors are able to assess their 
damages and work with their insurance companies and with the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

 As the community continues to meet the challenge, they are drawing closer together, added Pratt. “We have lots of people out just 
trying to do the right thing.”

UMCOR will continue to support storm survivors in Mississippi. Please help. Give to U.S. Disaster Response, UMCOR Advance 
#901670 at www.umcor.org.

Study Finds Common Themes in Congregations Reaching Toward Vitality   
By Steve Horswill-Johnston, Executive Director GBOD Communications Office

Mississippi’s United Methodist Churches are focused on becoming vital congregations by having inviting and inspiring worship, 
engaging disciples in mission and outreach, building strong children and youth ministries and supporting small groups. There is 
now data supporting other key factors necessary for this successful transformation. Here is a new study by the General Board of 
Discipleship with supporting details.

A new study about how a group of United Methodist congregations successfully dealt with change says three key elements were 
almost always present: a pastor not afraid to lead, laity who will partner as a team with the pastor and a God-led purpose or vi-
sion.

Clergy and laity in leadership positions at 158 congregations, representing almost all of the denomination’s 63 annual confer-
ences, were interviewed for the Toward Vitality Research Project, said Kim Shockley, the project’s team leader. The churches were 
identified by episcopal leaders and district superintendents as being among the U.S. congregations that are reaching toward vital-
ity.

Successful change is most likely to occur if the vision or mission of the strong pastor and willing lay leaders partnership is devel-
oped from a “process of discernment and prayer that helps a congregation understand where God wants them to go,” Shockley 
said.

“If those three things are in place, then the outcomes seem to be a healthy, vital congregation that is growing, that is reaching new 
people because they have a sense of purpose about what they are,” she said.

House damaged by tornado in Petal, Mississippi.



Shockley compared the three elements of change to the three strands of cord described in Ecclesiastes 4:12: “Though one may be 
overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”

The project was funded and supported by The General Board of Discipleship (GBOD), General Council on Finance and Admin-
istration (GCFA), United Methodist Communications (UMCom) and General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR) of 
The United Methodist Church.

“This research project, which identifies several themes used by a group of United Methodist Churches in the United States when 
dealing with change, is very informative,” said Karen Greenwaldt, General Secretary of GBOD. “These congregations take their 
own context into consideration when deciding how to handle the changes necessary to work toward vitality.”

Moses Rathan Kumar, General Secretary at GCFA said the Toward Vitality project “gives us an important and useful insight into 
what is happening to churches in the process of transformation.”

“We believe collaborative research is a necessary part of any denomination-wide effort toward increasing the number of highly 
vital congregations in The United Methodist Church,” Kumar said.

The Rev. Larry Hollon, chief executive of UMCom, said a consistent theme throughout the research is communication.

“Congregations who experienced renewal, regardless of the difficulties involved, made considerable effort to encourage conversa-
tion within the church about the vision for renewal,” Hollon said. “This resulted in a broad base of support because the need for 
change and the support for changing were transparent and mutually shared.”

Erin M. Hawkins, General Secretary of GCORR, said an “essential piece of congregational vitality is the ability of a congregation 
to reflect the world around it. That cannot be done without reaching more people, younger people and more diverse people.”

Local congregational leaders who had experienced a wide variety of changes were interviewed for the study. Some dealt with 
facility relocation, such as congregations that lost their buildings due to fire or flood or were strategically relocated as a result of 
community demographic shifts. Still other changes involved church mergers or the addition of new services, ministries or wor-
ship sites. All of the changes dramatically altered the dynamics of the individual congregations. The complete report: http://www.
gbod.org/lead-your-church/toward-vitality-research-project.

In addition to Shockley of Castle Pines, Colo., the project team included the Rev. Tom Barlow of Denver; the Rev. Theresa 
Thames of Washington, D.C.; Liliana Peña Rangel of Garland, Texas; the Rev. Beth Estock of Portland, Ore., and Mark McCor-
mack of Nashville.

The researchers sought to learn about how the congregations dealt with obstacles to change.

“I think that one of the most valuable pieces of this process is understanding how to overcome obstacles from on-the-ground 
churches that have done it,” Shockley said. “There were some specifics to individual cases. But for the most part, the obstacles— 
no matter what they were—were overcome by very good communication practices: Good listening, opportunities for discussion 
and keeping a mature level of leadership that wasn’t distracted by other people’s fears. That is done by sharing leadership power 
between clergy and laity.”

The project’s final report says the role of the clergy in these transformational ministries focused on communication, empowering 
staff and laity, conflict resolution and helping to create and maintain a new understanding of “church.”

A key element in the revitalized ministries that were occurring in many of the congregations specifically involved “clergy sharing 
leadership power, with the intent of empowering laity to serve in new and authentic ways,” the study says. “This was a very real, 
fundamental change to the way these churches understood the purpose of church in relation to the world. The tasks of ministry 
done previously by the clergy (as proxies, perhaps, for the people of the church) became tasks that laity were invited to do them-
selves.”

During periods of change, successful laypeople “knew what was expected of their leadership and were willing to do their best in 
the situations,” according to the study.

“This often meant that they were capable of holding the tension of the change process by keeping other church members in-
formed, consistently interpreting, communicating and casting the vision of the body for their peers,” the study says.

Shockley will present findings from the study in a free webinar, “Moving Your Church Toward Vitality,” at 6:30 p.m. CDT on 
Thursday, March 14. For more information and to register, go to http://bit.ly/15HRtUa.
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Church Building  
Not Safe for Worship    
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

The Wesley United Methodist Church in Louisville 
where James Morris is the pastor has been advised by 
contractors to find another place for worship because 
the church is not structurally sound. The problem is 
dilapidated roofing.

According to Morris, the warning was sudden, leaving him with little 
time to find a temporary place for the upcoming Sunday service. So, he 
and church leaders made the decision to meet on the lawn of Wesley 
UMC and inform members by phone this would be the case. Ap-
proximately 70 people braved the cool weather that cloudy day for the 
weekly message that included songs from the choir and the baptism of 
a 43-year-old man.

“We had a wonderful spirit filled worship service; the morale of Wesley 
is very high. —We are not considering this a burden but a blessing, we 
know that good things are going to happen and God is going to bless 
us,” said Morris.   

Several churches have offered 
their facilities to Wesley UMC; 
however the church has arranged 
to temporarily convene in an old movie theater in downtown Louisville on Church Street 
across from the library. The MS Annual Conference is providing guidance to Wesley; 
meanwhile financial gifts have already begun pouring into the church. Anyone who wants 
to send money to Wesley can mail it to the parsonage: Attention: Wesley UMC, 101 Bir-
mingham Street, Louisville, MS 39339.

The Wesley UMC structure was built in the 1950s. The church is waiting to learn if the 
damage can be repaired or if they will need to find a new facility. They are also requesting 
prayers.

Greenwood District UMC Health Center Opens
The Greenwood District UMC Health Alliance/John Wesley  Health Education Center officially opened for service on March 5, 
2013. The HEC provides health education, health screenings, and other activities that address the five dimensions of health. On 
the fourth Thursday of each month, a Senior Fellowship will be sponsored onsite by the HEC.

Ongoing HEC activities include the following:health education, health screenings, social activities, spiritual formation, nutrition 
classes, physical exercises and money management.

Information on the five dimensions of health, health webinars, blood pressure screenings, nutrition and other resources are avail-
able at the John Wesley Health Education Center, 49 S. Lexington Street, Durant, MS 39063. To contact the center, email johnwes-
leydurant@att.net or gwddist.healthalliance@yahoo.com. The HEC Coordinator, Agnes Redmond can be reached at 662-653-
4143 between 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursday. Other times can be scheduled by appointment only.

For more information about the Greenwood District UMC Health Alliance visit http://1010challenge.org/group/greenwood-
district-umc-health-alliance.

Pleasant Hill UMC Puts Advent Grant to Use
Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church was one of the recipients of the Advent Grant through the MS Annual Conference Con-
nectional Ministries. Thanks to the grant, the church recently purchased equipment for blood pressure checks and hosted a fit-
ness for fun program.  
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Wesley UMC members worship outside the church 
on the lawn.

Wesley UMC’s bad roof means no 
indoor worship.



Rev. Nelson Forrest who is the pastor of the Starkville District United Methodist 
Church Webster Circuit Charge-Pleasant Hill, St. Stephen, Dumas Chapel, and 
Piney Jordan—had his blood sugar level checked by the church health liaison, 
Flora Graise.  

Pleasant Hill and The Controllers Generation ll 4H Club Let it R.I.P. (recreation 
intervention program) will host various workshops and health fairs on fitness 
and nutrition. For more information, contact Rose Coffey Graham at 662-242-
7962.

Central UMC at Play and Worship
By Michelle Henry, Central UMC Communications

Like many small membership churches, Central United Methodist Church in Jackson has experienced a definite age gap between 
its members.  To help “bridge” that gap, Michelle Henry, Family Life Center Director at Central, has created a program entitled 
just that—Bridge.  Bridge creates opportunities for members of Central to come together in fun and social activities, young and 
old.

 Since the program’s inception in July, members of Central have participated in quarterly activities, a movie screening, the senior 
recital of one of its members at the University of Southern Mississippi and most recently the stage play “Mahalia” at New Stage 
Theatre in Jackson. 

“We are truly grateful to our pastor Rev. Stephen Cook for his support of this ministry through his prayers and participation,” 
said Family Life Center Director, Michelle Henry.  Bridge is a part of Mobilization at Central (M@C), the Family Life Center’s 
initiative which focuses on youth leadership, racial reconciliation and community involvement.

Members of Central are also living into their response to the following questions:
• Are you thankful for your blessings and want to use them to help promote God’s Kingdom?
• Do you have gifts that you would like to share?
• Would you like to be more involved in the activities of the church, but don’t know where to start?

The church answered yes and was given direction on how to be more fruitful during a Ministry Fair that was held on Sunday, 
March 3.  Representatives were on hand to discuss each question with church members.  The motto at Central “Here, let no one 
be a stranger” is more than just a motto extended to visitors.  It is also applicable to its members.  Central truly believes that there 
is a place for everyone in its ministries and many members were able to find their place at the Ministry Fair.

Grant Award to Fund Youth Ministries 

Kosciusko Wesley United Methodist Church received an Ethics-in-Service Training Grant for close to $5,160 from the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. This grant will be used for the church’s children and youth ministries.  

The youth named their workshop training, “Live Out Loud 4 Christ” (LOL 4 Christ). Rev. Selber M. McShepard presented the 
check to the committee on the fourth Sunday in February during the Children and Youth Day monthly worship service.

Wesley UMC expressed their appreciation to Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson, District Superintendent, and Mrs. Maudie Benton, admin-
istrative chair, who were instrumental in Wesley receiving the grant.

United Methodist Pastors Participate  
in Area Multi-Cultural Training
Five pastors and a youth worker from United Methodistchurches in 
Clarke and Lauderdale counties are receiving training from area mental 
health and related disciplines professionals in multi-cultural interactions, 
needs and resources through Infusion at College Park Shopping Center, 
in Meridian.
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Pastor Nelson Forrest watches closely as  
he has his blood sugar level checked.

UM Multi-cultural training in Meridian.



One pastor commented that the training was eye-opening and helpful in preparing him to engage and embrace the diverse societ-
ies to which the United Methodist Church is opening our doors, minds and hearts.  For United Methodists, “open hearts” is more 
than a slogan, it is the heartbeat that throbs throughout the Church, noted the pastor.

Meridian District Deems  
Lay Servant School a Success
The Meridian District held their Annual Lay Servant/Speaking School on 
Saturday, February 23 at College Park UMC in Meridian.  Eighty people 
registered for basic and advanced classes.  The district was excited to have 
six high school and college-aged students in the basic classes taught by 
Rev. Cynthia Cross, Rev. Lynne Anderson and Rev. George Pugh. 

District Superintend, Rev. Billy Owen, Rev. Kenneth Owen, Cynthia Wil-
lis, Rev. Kathy Price and Rev. Owen Gordon taught the advanced classes.  
All the classes were filled to capacity and the students gave the teachers 
rave reviews.

Richland UMC Tent Revival   
‘An Undivided Heart and  
a New Spirit’
This event will feature Rick Bonfim Ministries. Bon-
fim is a General Evangelist with the United Methodist 
Church, ministering for over 40 years.  Music will be 
provided by the Rekindle the Flame Praise Team. For 
more information, call the church office at 601-939-1319. Dates and times: March 15 at 6:00 p.m., March 16 at 10:30 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. and March 27 at 10:30 a.m.

Caring for God’s Creation Conference  
April 3-7, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina
This is an annual conference of the Southeast Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church. It engages a variety of speakers and 
workshops and is a great opportunity to connect with other within the church who also understands the connection between 
faith and responsibility to care for creation.

For registration and more information, visit: http://www.lakejunaluska.com/caring-for-creation/. 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
April 5-8, Washington, D.C.
Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) is an annual event in which several hundred people of faith converge in Washington, D.C. to 
study, learn, have conversation and lobby congress about various issues of concern to Christians. This year’s theme is “At God’s 
Table: Food Justice for a Healthy World.”

For registration and more information, check out www.advocacydays.org.

Easter Services
• Walden Chapel UMC in Goodman, MS will hold Easter Services March 26-29 at 6:30 p.m. On March 31 there will be a sunrise 
service at 6:30 a.m. and an Easter program that evening at 6:30. The church is located at 308 Franklin Road, Goodman, MS. Call 
662-472-2868 for more information.
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Lay Servant Speaking School participants.



• John Wesley UMC will hold Easter services on March 29 at 9:00 a.m., and at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 31. John Wesley is 
located at 49 S. Lexington in Durant, MS. To reach the church, call 662-653-4143.

Missions Marketplace Online/Annual Conference Auction
United Methodist churches in the MS Annual Conference are being asked to donate one item valued at $25 or more for the Mis-
sions Marketplace Annual Conference Auction. All proceeds will go towards the mis-
sion and ministry organizations located in the eleven districts of the Mississippi An-
nual Conference. This first event under this initiative will be held online in the weeks 
leading up to Annual Conference. It will culminate at Annual Conference with items 
being displayed at the conference. The bidding will close Saturday night on June 8.

Rev. Clint Ware, Associate Pastor at Clinton First United Methodist Church in Clinton 
is helping organize the auction. He said after raising thousands of dollars for the Meth-
odist Children’s Home he was compelled to do more.

“It became clear that there is a lot more out there than just the Methodist Children’s 
Home. If we are going to do this conference wide then we need to talk about confer-
ence wide what we are doing. There is so much good being done in the name of Missis-
sippi Methodists so let’s celebrate,” said Ware. 

To submit auction items or for questions, churches should contact their district mission secretary through the district office.

Small Church Leadership Institute
The Small Church Leadership Institute will be held April 14-18, 2013 (Sunday through Thursday), beginning with a 6:00 p.m. 
worship service on Sunday at the Sequoyah Center in Fayetteville, Arkansas. The program fee is $199 per person and does not 
include lodging and meal cost. For details concerning registration, questions and additional cost, visit www.mountsequoyah.org. 

AU 20th Anniversary Celebration Nearing End
The culmination of the year-long celebration of Africa University’s 20th anniversary 
is just two weeks away. Hundreds of friends and stakeholders will be on the campus 
in Mutare, Zimbabwe from March 22-24, 2013 for the celebrations finale. The events 
include an alumni homecoming as well as major seminars on ‘Food Security in Africa’ 
and ‘God and the Environment.’

You too can be a part of this important milestone in the life of Africa University—a 
ministry that is being described as the cornerstone of United Methodist mission on the 
continent of Africa. Show your support. Please make a gift of $20 in honor of Africa 
University’s 20th anniversary. Go to: https://www.support-africauniversity.org/.

Your gift is a lifeline to African young people who dream of taking their place as teach-
ers, health and business professionals, pastors, agriculturalists and peace-builders in 
their communities. Every gift, no matter its size, changes a life. Scholarships helped these female graduates of Africa University to 
realize their dreams. To read more about the graduates go to: http://www.support-africauniversity.org/page.aspx?pid=284.

Africa University is supported by the congregations and individuals across The United Methodist Church.

Announcements
Millsaps Chamber Singers Now Scheduling Tour Dates
The Millsaps Chamber Singers Concert tour schedule for the next school year is being planned for September, 2013 through 
April, 2014. If a church would like to host the group, please contact Millsaps Music Department at 601-974-1422 or email bassc@
milsaps.edu for more information.
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Fruit Freeze 
1 can cherry pie filling
1 can crushed pineapple
1 can condensed milk
1 cup chopped pecans (optional)
1 medium carton Cool Whip
Additional Cool Whip for topping
Mix all ingredients in a large bowl. Pour into a 9-inch x 13-inch pan; freeze. Cut into squares and serve with additional 
Cool Whip topping. Serves 12.

 – By Mary Evelyn Whittington Metts in “Recipes and Remembrances” published by Natchez Grace UMC

Employment Opportunities
• Director of Youth Ministry Maples Memorial United Methodist Church is a growing 1,200-member congregation lo-
cated in the growing community of Olive Branch, Mississippi, a suburb of Memphis, Tennessee. Maples Memorial UMC 
is seeking a full-time director of youth ministry who will build young disciples of Jesus Christ by providing leadership 
in partnership with the Youth Ministry Team (YMT) and implement a comprehensive approach to youth ministry while 
utilizing directional guides established in consultation with youth ministry architects.

Areas of importance include: worship, group-building, discipleship, outreach and mission. This person will serve as both a 
spiritual leader and role model.

There shall be a comprehensive approach to the development and implementation of the youth ministry at all levels of 
The United Methodist Church and in all ministry areas of the local church. This comprehensive approach is based on the 
understanding of the primary task of youth ministry to:
– Love youth “where they are” 
– Encourage youth in developing their relationship with Jesus Christ 
– Provide youth with opportunities for spiritual nurture and growth 
– Challenge them to respond to God’s call to serve in the community and world 
– Help integrate youth into the life of the congregation

Qualifications:
• A vocationally called person who is passionate about ministry with youth providing Christ-centered, Biblically-guided 
leadership for youth ministries in the context of the mission and ministry of The United Methodist Church  
• Bachelor’s degree required; professional certification in youth ministry in The United Methodist church a plus  
• A minimum of 3 years full-time experience in a lead youth director position
• Must have a vision and a demonstrated ability to plan, develop, coordinate, manage and implement a youth ministry 
program.  
• Must possess a proven ability to work effectively with youth and teams of adult volunteers  
• Effective communication skills-both oral and written-are expected
• Computer/technology knowledge required

Salary and Desired Start Date:
• Salary will be commensurate with experience and proven leadership ability in youth ministry 
• We desire the chosen applicant to begin ministry June 1, 2013

How to apply:
To see the responsibilities of the position and/or to apply, submit a cover letter with resume accompanied by educational 
background, employment history, references and vision for youth ministry to: Lynn Johnston: lynn@mapleschurch.org. 
Or mail to: Lynn Johnston, P.O. Box 213, Olive Branch, MS 38654.
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Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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